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sugar-beet, leather, etc. Chemical factories, such as those at
Aktyubinsk, supply the farms with fertilizers, and agriculture
has expanded to such an extent that it could provide for a
much larger population than. that which occupies this part
of the U.S.S.R. at present. The food industry includes such
enterprises as the Sverdlovsk and Semipalatinsk meat com-
bines, with enormous refrigerating plants and sausage fac-
tories. There are similar factories at Stalinabad and Ash-
khabad. The Tagil works of the Urals provide refrigerator
and cattle-vans which are so necessary for the distribution of
meat and meat products over large areas. Thus the cattle
of Kazakhstan and Central Asia provide the meat, the meat
combines deal with carcases and the manufacture of meat
products, and the Tagil works provide the means of transport.
Western Siberia provides wheat and sugar-beet, while the
Bashkirian dairy farms alone can meet all the demands' of
the towns of the Urals for milk, butter, and cheese.1 Western
Siberia is another important centre for the production of
these foodstuffs.
It was no accident that Kuibishev was chosen as an alter-
native administrative centre for the U.S.S.R. when Moscow
was threatened by the German Army in 1941, for it occupies
a central geographical position in relation to the new food
and industrial base described above, just as Moscow occupies
a central position in relation to the main industrial and
agricultural regions of European Russia. Its hinterland
possesses great reserves of food and industrial produce. It
lies at a point where the Trans-Siberian Railway crosses the
. Volga, and is one of the chief centres for the distribution of
grain and Caucasian oil to the north, east, and west. To the
south are the newly developed irrigated lands of the Trans-
Volga region, and on the river itself are some large hydro-
electric stations. To the west and south-west are the Moscow,
Gorki, Ivanovo, and Ukrainian industrial regions.
Just as Kuibishev is centrally placed between Europe and
Asia on the one hand, and between the Caspian and the
1 The dried-milk factory at Meleuzogorsky has a capacity of 1500 tons
a year. At Uglich3 on the Volga, is the largest cheese factory in the U.S.S.R.